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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 0281 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, SF, WA, GDS 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: IN THE WAKE OF POSTPONED TALKS, BOTHA PRAISES 
SAG'S EFFORTS, HINTS AT INTERNAL SETTLEMENT 

REF: PRETORIA 0254 

1 . LOCAL HANDLING OF DATE FOR PROXIMITY TALKS HAS TENDED 
TO BLAME SWAPO AND THE WESTERN FIVE FOR DELAYING TACTICS. 

BOTHA GAVE AN SABC NEWS INTERVIEW ON JANUARY 1 1 IN WHICH, 

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, HE WOULD NOT CONTRADICT THE 
SUGGESTION THAT THE U.S. WAS PUTTING UP "STUMBLING 
BLOCKS" TO THE TALKS. THE LOCAL PRESS LINE HAS GENERALLY 
BEEN THAT THE SAG HAS BEEN MORE THAN FORTHCOMING BY 
AGREEING TO TWO ALTERNATE DATES, JANUARY 17 AND 
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JANUARY 23. ONE ACCOUNT. IN THE SAG-SPONSORED 
"CITIZEN ", SAYS THE U.S. IS TRYING TO "SMEAR" BOTHA BY 
SAYING PRIVATELY THAT HE IS TRYING TO DESTROY TALKS 
"FOR HIS OWN ENDS." THIS ACCOUNT STATES THAT THE U.S. 

KNOWS FULL WELL THAT PARLIAMENTARY DEMANDS WILL KEEP 
BOTHA FROM ATTENDING DURING FEBRUARY. IT ALSO ACCUSES 
THE U.S. OF WITHHOLDING INFORMATION ON NUJOMA’S ILLNESS 
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FROM THE SAG AND ITS WESTERN FIVE PARTNERS. THE U.S., 

IT SAYS, KNEW ALL ALONG THAT NUIOMA WOULD NOT BE PRESENT 
FOR ORIGINAL PROXIMITY TALKS. OTHER ACCOUNTS, IN THE 
"STAR" AND "RAND DAILY MAIL", CITE THE TROUBLE THAT BOTHA 
WENT THROUGH TO CANCEL OTHER MEETINGS IN ORDER TO ACCEPT 
THE TWO IANUARY DATES FOR TALKS AND SAY THAT THE SAG IS 
NOT BEING DIFFICULT AND HAS SHOWN "ITS BONA FIDES" BY 
AGREEING TO THE TWO DATES. THE "STAR" ACCOUNT SAYS THAT 
IT HAS "RELIABLY" LEARNED THAT BRAND FOURIE WILL ATTEND 
THE TALKS IN FEBRUARY AS A PART OF THE SAG'S "CONTINUING 
EFFORTS TO COMPLY WITH PROPOSALS... FOR AN INTERNATIONALLY 
ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION." (COMMENT: IN MEETING WITH FOURIE 
IN CAPE TOWN THIS MORNING HE DENIED THIS REPORT SAYING 
DECISION REGARDING SAG PARTICIPATION IS PENDING CABINET 
CONSIDERATION NEXT TUESDAY (JANUARY 24.) 

2. BOTHA HAS FOLLOWED UP THESE ORCHESTRATED REACTIONS 
TO THE CANCELLED TALKS WITH A MAJOR INTERVIEW ON 
SABC-TV ON JANUARY 15 IN WHICH HE PRAISES THE 
SAG'S EFFORTS AND HINTS THAT THEY MAY BE READY TO GO 
FOR AN INTERNAL SOLUTION NOW. THE INTERVIEW WAS IN 
AFRIKAANS BUT, ACCORDING TO THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRESS 
REPORTS, BOTHA SAID THE SAG WAS AT THE POINT OF GOING 
AHEAD WITH INDEPENDENCE FOR NAMIBIA EVEN IF THE FIVE 
POWER TALKS FAIL. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT INTERNATIONAL 
ACCEPTANCE "MIGHT NOT" BE FORTHCOMING BUT SAID "IF THE 
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PRICE FOR INTERNATIONAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT IS SO HIGH THAT 
SUCH A TERRITORY OR COUNTRY OR ITS PEOPLE IN ANY EVENT 
COME TO DESTRUCTION, OR GET INVOLVED IN A WAR OR 
CONFLICT, THEN IT STANDS TO REASON THAT THE PRICE FOR 
INTERNATIONAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT IS TOO HIGH." IN SUCH A 
CASE, BOTHA SAID, A COUNTRY MUST PROCEED ON ITS OWN, 

PLAN CAREFULLY AND HOPE THAT INTERNATIONAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
COMES LATER. HE SAID THAT SAG HAS "BEEN MORE THAN 
REASONABLE AND THAT THERE IS A SOLUTION IN SIGHT WHICH CAN 
BE INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE... THE MAIN POINTS ARE THAT 
WE HAVE COMMITTED OURSELVES TO 
BRING INDEPENDENCE TO 

SOUTHWEST AFRICA BEFORE THE END OF 1978; TO GIVE IT 
ITS INDEPENDENCE AS A UNITARY STATE; TO REMOVE ALL FORMS 
OF DISCRIMINATION BASED ON COLOR; TO ALLOW A CONSTITUTIONAL 
ASSEMBLY TO BE ELECTED ON A COMMON FRANCHISE OF ONE-MAN, 

ONE VOTE; AND TO LET THE SO-CALLED POLITICAL PRISONERS 
BE INVESTIGATED BY A PANEL OF JURISTS TO DETERMINE 
WHETHER OR NOT THEY INDEED ARE POLITICAL PRISONERS... 

SWAPO IS WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE FREELY AND OPENLY-- 
IN PEACE AND IN PEACEFUL CIRCUMSTANCES.. .EVERYTHING 
THE UN HAS ASKED OF US ORIGINALLY HAS BEEN COMPLIED 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


WITH.. .NOW, IF THEY STAND BY WHAT THEY HAVE CLAIMED IN 
THE PAST TO BE THE POINTS OF CONFLICT, THEN I SAY WE 
CAN ACCEDE TO THEM. BUT NATURALLY IF THERE ARE OTHER 
OBJECTIVES IN THEIR MIND OF WHICH WE ARE NOT AWARE, 

ABOUT WHICH ONE CAN ONLY GUESS, THOSE WE CANNOT ACCEDE 
TO." BOTHA ADDS THAT "THE ONSLAUGHT AGAINST SWA HAS 
BECOME BURNING AND BIG.. .IT IS, THEREFORE, OF 

OVERWHELMING IMPORTANCE THAT.. .THERE SHOULD NOT BE BICKERING 
AND QUARRELING (OVER)...LOCAL MATTERS BUT THAT PRIORITY 
SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE SECURITY OF THE TERRITORY AS A 
WHOLE, THE SAFETY OF ALL THE PEOPLES AS A WHOLE AND IF 
THESE PEOPLES SEE IT IN THIS WAY THERE SIMPLY CANNOT BE 
ANY DOUBT THAT THEY WILL JOINTLY BE ABLE TO DRAW UP A 
CONSTITUTION THAT WILL SERVE THE WELL-BEING OF ALL." BOWDLER 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 PRETOR 00281 161615Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NEWS MEDIA COMMENTS, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PRETOR00281 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780023-0284 
Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 59/aaaabxvb.tel 

Line Count: 136 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 718d63e3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 PRETORIA 254 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3768090 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NAMIBIA: IN THE WAKE OF POSTPONED TALKS, BOTHA PRAISES SAGYS EFFORTS, HINTS AT INTERNAL SETTLEMENT 
TAGS: PORG, SF, WA, GE, (BOTHA, PIK) 

To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/718d63e3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



